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SUBJECT: MBFR: ERENCH COMMENT REGARDING INCLUSION IN WORKING 
GROUP STUDIES OF DATA ON FRENCH FORCES IN THE NGA 

REES: A. AC/276-D(75)6 DTD 23 SEPT 75 

B. AC/276(MBFR DATA)-WP(75)- DTD 30CT 75 

1. DURING THE OCTOBER 13 SPC MEETING, THE ERENCH REP (DE LA 
FERRIERE ) RAISED THE ISSUE OF INCLUDING DATA ON FRENCH EORCES 
STATIONED IN THE FRG IN WORKING GROUP DATA STUDIES. HE DREW 
ATTENTION ESPECIALLY TO THE DATA ON SSM FORCES N THE NGA 
INCLUDED IN THE TABLE ON PAGE 50E THE WG DOCUMENT " NATO 
FORCES IN THE NGA- PERIOD END 1974" (REF A), WHICH REFERS 

TO FRNACE HAVEING " EOUR BATTALIONS OE HONEST JOHN OR PLUTON 
MISSILES" IN THE ERG. HE POINTED OUT THAT THIS REFERENCE IS 
CONTRARY TO NUMEROUS PUBLIC STATEMENTS BY LEADING GRENCH 
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AUTHORITIES THAT FRANCE DOES NOT NOW STATION, AND HAS NO 
INTENTION TO STATION, ATOMIC WEAPONS IN THE FRG. 

2. DE LA FERRIERE Did, AIMED ANY FRENCH DESIRE TO HINDER 
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THE MBFR WORK OF THE ALLIANCE. 

HE SAID HIS AUTHOIRITIES ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS USEFUL TO 
INCLUDE ESTIMATES OF FRENCH FORCES IN BMFR DATA STUDIES. 

NONETHELESS, THE FRENCH AUTHORITIES REQUEST THAT 
REFERENCES TO FRENCH FORCES IN MBFR DATA DOSUCMENTS BE 
GOOTNOTED AS FOLLOWS: " THE INFORMATION ON FRENCH FORCES IN GERMANY 
CONTINAED N THE PRESENT DOCUMENT HAS NOT BEEN SUPPLIED BY THE 
FRENCH AUTHORITIES, WHO CANNOT VOUCH FOR ITS ACCURACY. ITS 
INCLUSION INNO WAY SIGNIFIES THAT FRENCH FORCES ARE 
CONCERNED DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY BY THE MBFR BEGOTIATIONS AND 
ANY CONSEQUENCWS THEREOF." 

3. THE TURKISH REP (GUR) SAID THE SAMR PROBLEM MIGHT ARISE 
IN THE CASE OF REFERENCES TO TURKISH ANDGREEK FORCES AND 
ALSO TO THOSE OF NORTHERN FLANK ALLIES IN WG DATA DOCUMENTS. 

HE QUESTIONED WHETHER SUCH REFERENCES MIGHT MIMPLY THAT THOSE 
FORCES ARE INVOLVED IN MBFR REDUCTINS. THE 

MILITARY COMMITTEE REP (BRANSON) REPLIED THAT THE FORCES OF 
THE NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN FLANK ALLIES ARE MENTIONED ONLY 
IN THE "NATO BLUE BOOK" (REF B) AND ARE NOT INCLUDED IN DOCUMENTS 
REFERRING TO THE NGA REDUCTIONS AREA. 

4. THE FRG REP (HOYNCK) SAID THE FRECH REP HAD REAISED AN 
IMPORTANT POINTS; SINCE FRANCE IS NOT REPRESENTED ON THE 
WORKING GROUP, THE SPC SHOULD ISSUE INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING 
THE FRENCH FOOTNOTE. THE CHAIRMAN (KILLHAM) AGREED,SAYING 
THE SPC WOLD ISSUE AN ACTION SHEET TO THE WG. THE ERG 

REP SAID HE WISHEED TIME FOR HIS AUTHORITIES TO EXAMINE THE 
GOOTNOTE. SPEAKING PERSONALLY, HE COLD ACCEPT THE FIRST 
SENTENCE, BUT THOUGHT THE SECOND SENTENCE MIGHT GO A LITTLE 
TOO FAR, ALTHOUGHT, IF THE GOOTNOTE WERE CLEARLY IDENTIFIED AS 
BEING AT THE REQUEST OF THE FRECH AUTOIRITIES,IT WOULD OF COURSE 
BE ACCEPTABLE. THE NETHERLANDS REP (MEESMAN) ALSO REQUESTED 
TIME FOR REFLECTION OF THE SECOND PART OF THE FOOTNOTE 
SUGGESTED BY THE FRENCH. THE UK REP (MAILES) REMINDED THE 
COMMITTEE THAT THE WG MEETS AGAIN ON OCTOBER 21 AND IT WOULD 
THEREFORE BE USEFUL TO HAVE SPC AGREEMENT BEFORE THAT DATE. 
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5. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST INTERVENTION BY THE FRENCH 

IN THE SPC ON AN MBFR MATTER WITHIN MEMORY OF THE US MBFR 
REPS HERE. THE CHAIRMAN OF THE MBFR SUB-GROUP ON DATA 
SUPPORT (BRANSON) INFORMED US AFTER THE MEETING THAT 
THE WG DATA FIGURES SHOWING PERSONNEL STRENGTHS OF FRENCH 
FORCES ARE EXTRACTED FROM THE PORTION OF THE FRENCH SUBMISSION 
TO THE DRC ON FORCES UNDER NATIONAL COMMAND. THESE ARE 
OFFICIAL FIGURES, BUT THEY ARE NOT PROVIDED IN AN MBFR CON- 
TEXT. FIGURES ON WEAPONS ARE DERIVED FROM INFORMAL REPORTS 
TO THE IMS BY THE FRENCH MILITARY COMMISSION. SPC WILL RETURN 
TO THIS QUESTION ON OCTOBER 20. THE FRENCH FOOTNOTE APPEARS 
TO US TO BE AN ACCURATE STATEMENT OF THE SITUATION, AND TO BE 
CONSISTENT WITH THE FOOTNOTE ON FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN MBFR 
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APPEARING ON PAGE 1 OE THE ALLIED NEGOTIATING MANDATE 
(C-M(73)83(EINAL)). WE THEREFORE BELIEF THAT IF IT IS 
ACCEPTABLE TO THE OTHER ALLIES, THE US SHOULD ALSO ACCEPT IT. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: WASHINGTON GUIDANCE, IN LIGHT OF COMMENT 
IN PARA 5, IN TIME FOR USE IN THE SPC MEETING ON MONDAY, 

OCTOBER 20.STREATOR 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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